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586 THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA BY COLUMBUS.
that America was a native name, and the fact that it was so may have
principally conduced to the suggestion and its subsequent adoption. The
name Chinese Gordon might be cited as a parallel example. The process
of nicknaming is not yet extinct; for the last ten or fifteen years the writer
has been frequently called, in familiar conversation, Challenger Murray.
It is given in a half-playful manner by all sorts of people, when there is
no necessity for distinguishing the writer from some other Murray. The
name America may have been widely used among sailors of the fifteenth
century, and no traces have been preserved in the literature of the time
other than this nickname of Vespucci and the name on the Cantino
chart.
ON THE NEW MAP OF PERSIA.
By HON. GEORGE CURZON, M.P.
IN the September number of this magazine there appeared a criticism,
from the pen of Dr. James Burgess, of the map of Persia which I con-
structed, in conjunction with Mr. W. J. Turner, for the Eoyal Geographical
Society in 1892, and which was attached to my book on Persia, as well
as published and sold separately for the Eoyal Geographical Society by
Messrs. Stanford. Dr. Burgess is kind enough to speak in terms of
general appreciation of the map, as greatly superior to any of its predeces-
sors ; but nevertheless he submits it to a hostile criticism in particulars,
which is both minute and interesting. I think, however, that it will be
easy for me to give Dr. Burgess an answer on all the points that he has
raised, while on some of them I shall show that he has himself fallen
into almost inexplicable error.
His first general complaint is that I have not published a full list of
the positions, with their latitudes and longitudes, which I have assumed
as fixed by virtue of their scientific determination. The reply to this
objection might, I should have thought, easily have been inferred from a
passage in my accompanying memorandum, which has been quoted by
Dr. Burgess himself:
" The presence of the Indo-European Telegraphic Staff has availed to
determine the latitude and longitude of important centres; but over the
bulk of the country surveys have been conducted with such instruments
as independent travellers happened to possess, chiefly with plane-tables,
sometimes with the aid of prismatic compasses, traverses, or astronomical
observations; the nature of the instruments employed not being stated in
every case. The result is that Persian surveys so far constitute a sort of
medley or patchwork, the same scale not being uniformly observed, and
the observations of different travellers failing to correspond. Scientific
precision, therefore, cannot as yet be predicated of any Persian map-making;
and future labours will doubtless disturb several of the conclusions at
which we have arrived."
In other words, few, if any, positions in Persia have been fixed with
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ON THE NEW MAP OF PERSIA. 587
• positive scientific exactitude except upon the coast, and upon the Indo-
European Telegraphic lines. The rest of the map, as I indicated clearly
enough, is the result of the working-out and correlation of an immense
number of surveys and route-maps, several of them unpublished, and
depending upon data necessarily differing very considerably in scientific
value. Keith Johnston, no doubt, made use of the best materials that
were accessible in his day; but the reason of the displacement which Dr.
Burgess notices in so many positions on the new map is that the informa-
tion that was available in 1864, the date of the Index Geographicus, is
now almost wholly superseded; and that our new map is constructed for
the most part from observations and surveys made since that period.
Dr. Burgess next takes up the question of orthography, upon which
I may remark in passing that no two authorities, when dealing with the
transliteration of Oriental terms into the symbols of the English alphabet,
will ever be found wholly to agree. Upon one point his criticism is
sound. There are a number of cases in the map as printed, in which the
explanation of differing local usage can hardly be held to justify the
•different spelling of the same name. Such, for instance, is the appearance
of the two forms, safed and sefid (white), and several others among the
cases noted by Dr. Burgess; although it is remarkable that, while passing
this very criticism upon me, he himself on page 458 admits of the double
spelling nau and no (new). As regards the spelling sefid or sqfid, I may
say in passing that I have intentionally preferred the former, as better
representing the short vowel sound, since according to the Royal Geo-
graphical Society rules safid should be pronounced sah-feed, which is wrong.
The explanation of the incongruities above alluded to is this. When
the map was originally drawn, the great number of names (nearly
5000) upon it rendered these mistakes difficult of detection, until the
alphabetical index had been drawn up, whereby their existence was at
once revealed. I thereupon revised the entire list, with a view to their
removal, but learned that the map had meanwhile been engraved, and
that it was too late to effect the desired amendment. I may add, how-
ever, that the index has since been carefully revised by Sir F. Goldsmid
and myself, as the nucleus of a contemplated scheme of common ortho-
graphy ; and that, should a later edition of map or index be published,
there will be a considerably greater approximation to the ideal of
uniformity.
In his list, however, of the discrepancies which he alleges my index
to contain, Dr. Burgess falls into an error which, though trifling, I am yet
at a loss to explain. Among the names which he cites as appearing in
the index are Fathabad, Iskandarabad, Gishun, Jafarbair, Kuhun, and
Kadj. Not one of these occurs in my index. As regards Kadam and
Kudum (Kuh-dum), Dr. Burgess surely knows that they are different
words.
Further, when Dr. Burgess proceeds to positive suggestion himself, he
ignores the application, in a work prepared and issued by the Koyal
Geographical Society, of the very rules of that Society which he
elsewhere criticises me for having only imperfectly observed. Thus he
prefers Qain to Kain, though he will see among our published rules,
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588 ON THE NEW MAP OF PERSIA.
" q should never be employed ; qu is given as Jew." Again, he repudiates
Meshed vice Mash-hed, though I had taken particular trouble to explain
that I so spelt it, not because it was correct, but in deference to Rule
2 of the Royal Geographical Society: " No change is made in the
spelling of such names as have become by long usage familiar to English
readers." He rightly prefers Rey to Rh6, which he will find corrected
in my book; but when he suggests the alternative spelling Rai, he again
forgets the Royal Geographical Society's rule which says, " When two
vowels come together, each one is sounded," and " ai is pronounced
as in aisle."
Dr. Burgess next supplies a list, which he says it would be a help to
the cartographer to have before him, of the elements that enter into the
composition of so many Persian and Arabic names. If he will look
toward the left-hand corner of my map, he will see that of his suggested
list fifteen are already there printed in a table introduced for the purpose,
as well as nineteen others which he has not mentioned.
Dr. Burgess goes on to criticise the absence of certain names familiar
in ancient history, such as Tabaristan and Salamas. As regards the
former, I intentionally omitted place or district names which are now
entirely obsolete. A modern French map does not, as a rule, mark
Aquitaine. A modern English map does not indicate Mercia or Wessex ;
and if Tabaristan were to be inserted, why not equally Hyrcania, Bactria,
etc. 1 As regards Salamas, Dr. Burgess is mistaken. He will find
Salmas on my map in lat. 38° 9', long. 44° 40'.
Dr. Burgess then criticises the scale adopted. It is easy enough to
say that a large scale is better than a small scale, and that 48 miles to
the inch admit of greater clearness than 60 miles. Of course they do.
The propositions are self-evident. But what is the good of the Royal
Geographical Society preparing, as it is doing, a ^ series of new maps of
Central Asia, if each is to appear with a separate scale of its own ?
Dr. Burgess's remarks about the index are surely not less hypercritical.
He first complains that the index only indicates the square in which the
required name is to be found. Does the index of a book ordinarily do
more than refer the reader to the page ] Does it give him the line and
the place in the line where the reference occurs % And are the students
of a map incapable of finding a name within the four corners of a
space less than 2J inches long by 2 inches broad 1 Next, although
he is aware of the lack of scientific exactitude in the majority of the
geographical positions, he complains that the latitude and longitude of
each are not given. Thirdly, he quotes Keith Johnston's Index Geo-
graphicus as a model index, combining the system of squares with that of
geographical values. Yes; but the very reason why that work has been
discontinued is because, in dealing with a little-known country like
Persia, it is found in a few years' time to have become wholly unreliable.
What would have been the use of publishing a minute list of all the
geographical co-ordinates in my map, only to find out later that a large
number of them were inexact, like those in the Index Geographicus 1
Finally, in his curious table of comparison between the latitudes and
longitudes of the new map and of two well-known mediaeval astronomers,
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ON THE NEW MAP OF PERSIA. 589
Dr. Burgess once more comes to grief over Salamas. He first says that
it is wanting in the new map, whereas I have already indicated its
existence and position there, in a site almost exactly corresponding to
the figures in brackets given by Dr. Burgess, who can scarcely, there-
fore, have overlooked it. He then says that Salamas in Keith John-
ston's Index Geographicus appears in the last-named position. It does
nothing of the kind. Neither Salamas nor Salmas appears either in the
Index Geographicus or in the Royal Atlas.
Again, when, on p. 455, he wonders whether my Naubanjan is really
meant for the Naubinjan of Keith Johnston's map, and asks what has
become of the latter, I reply that certainly it is not the same, and that
what has become of Keith Johnston's Naubinjan I know not, since I
am doubtful whether it ever existed—a doubt which its sponsor appears
himself to have shared, since it is expunged from the later editions of the
Royal Atlas.
I have now answered each of the points raised by Dr. Burgess in his
paper, to which I am • grateful for the permission here accorded me to
reply.
DR. BURGESS'S ANSWER.
As regards positions scientifically fixed, Mr. Curzon's answer is quite
beside the mark. My contention was that all such points, be they many
or few, on the Telegraph line, coast, or elsewhere, should have been indicated
and their co-ordinates given, that future travellers might know on what
points to base their surveys, and to aid in further correction of this map.
Mr. Curzon has yielded the principle I contended for as to spellings.
I have again and again protested against the Boyal Geographical Society's
rules as unsatisfactory in certain details—ante, vol. viii. pp. 25, 28—and
therefore am perfectly free to suggest spellings which are not in accord-
ance with them. Nor did I find fault with Mr. Curzon for breaking the
Royal Geographical Society's rules, but only for want of adherence to
any regular system.1
To compare Tabaristan with Hyrcania, Bactria, etc., Mr. Curzon must
know is straining a point for effect. The latter are purely ancient and
classical, whereas the former is still used in Persian books.
Students are no doubt capable of " finding a name within the four
corners of a space less than 2§ inches long by 2 inches broad," but their
labour would be considerably lightened had they to search in a square
containing not more than twenty or thirty names, instead of one repre-
senting 16,000 square miles of country, with fifty to seventy finely
engraved names.
My notes of discordant spellings were jotted down in pencil long
before I wrote the paper; I had not time to verify them, and have since
noticed some mistakes. Isfandarabad should have been compared with
Iskanderabad; Geshun with Gishan; Kuchen with Kuchan. I also
regret that in copying from a rough manuscript I transferred the position
of Salamis from the wrong column; it is not in Keith Johnston.
1
 If Safld is to be pronounced Sah-feed, is Sabil to be pronounced Sah-beel? Or may
not Sefid be pronounced Say-fid ? If kw stands for qu, what is to stand for qa, qo, etc.?
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590 ON THE NEW MAP OF PERSIA.
In conclusion, I may say that the objects of my remarks were to
further uniformity in spelling Oriental. place-names; to urge the de-
sirableness of publishing the fresh data on which good maps like that of
Persia are constructed, and so provide for further corrections; and to
make them easier of reference. JAMES BURGESS.
OBITUARY.
" When a man dies, they who survive him ask what property he has left behind. The
angel who bends over the dying man asks what good deeds he has sent before him."—
Koran.
W E regret to announce the death of Emin Pasha, which is said to
have occurred about the end of December 1892, not far from Nyangwe,
to the east of the Congo. The account of his death is curious. He is
said to have been beheaded by an Arab, which is improbable, and eaten
by cannibals, which is still more so. Still, as from east and west and
south news has come of his death, and as his diary and papers have been
secured by an official of the Congo Free State, we are justified in
assuming that he is no more. I t is somewhat strange that his death is
surrounded by mystery, as was that of his chief, General Gordon.
As during the past few years Emin Pasha's name has frequently
appeared in this journal, it seems only appropriate that some notice of his
life should be given. Our pages being occupied with scientific matters,
we shall only refer to the deceased with regard to his scientific work, not
because " de mortuis nil nisi bonum," but because " on doit des igards aux
vivanls ; on ne doit aux morts que la verity"
Nor would it be seemly here to enter' into personal and political
matters, which it would be necessary to do were we to refer to Emin's
character in full.
. On the 28th of March 1840, Eduard Schnitzer was born in Oppeln,
in the Prussian province of Silesia. He was the son of Ludwig Schnitzer
and his wife Pauline. His father was a small merchant, and both father
and mother were Jews, but appear, whether before or after their son's
birth is not clear, to have embraced the Lutheran religion. At any rate,
the subject of our notice was baptized as a Christian when six years old.
His father died many years ago; his mother died in 1889, but a sister
of Emin's lives at Neisse. The lad was educated in the Gymnasium of
Neisse; he commenced the study of medicine at Breslau in 1885, and
graduated in Berlin in 1864. As a boy, he was distinguished by a love
of natural history. Soon after graduation he went to Turkey, and
entered the staff of Vali Mushir Divitji Ismail Hakki Pasha, with whom
he travelled as medical officer, obtaining an intimate acquaintance with
Armenia, Syria, and Arabia. In 1873 he was in Constantinople, where
Hakki Pasha died, and he appears to have remained there occupied in the
practice of his profession until 1875, when he visited his family for a few
months. Preferring a roving life, he went to Egypt, and after various
vicissitudes was sent to the Equatorial Province of Egypt as medical
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